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(54) Circular polarized planar printed antenna concept with shaped radiation pattern 

(57) The present invention relates to a circular 
polarized antenna with a dielectric substrate (11) com- 
prising a front and a back dielectric face (12, 13), a first 
and a second subantenna means (14, 15), each com- 
prising a first and a second element for radiating and 
receiving circular polarized electromagnetic signals, 
said first and second subantenna means being 
arranged orthogonal to each other on said dielectric 
substrate (11) and having essentially conjugate com- 
plex impedances, a transmission line means (18, 25, 
30, 46) connected with said first and second suban- 
tenna means for transmitting signals to and from said 
first and second subantenna means, and a reflector 
means (16) spaced to and parallel with said back face 
(23) of said dielectric substrate (11), a low loss material 
(17) being located between said reflector means (16) 
and said back face (13). This structure provides a radia- 
tion pattern with a variable shape. Further, this antenna 
can be printed onto a corresponding substrate and 
therefor be produced at low cost. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to an antenna for radiating and receiving circular polarized electromagnetic sig- 
nals with microwave or mm-wave frequencies. 

5 [0002] Such antennas are particularly interesting for communication scenarios, in which a light of the sight (LOS) 
propagation is to be used. The typical application can be in satellite-earth-communication, indoor LOS wireless LANS 
or outdoor LOS private links. The special advantage of such circular polarized antennas, besides that there is no need 
for an antenna orientation, is the feature of the additional physical attenuation of the reflected waves due to the polari- 
zation rotation changes, which makes the propagation channel much better and the overall system more resistant in the 

io case of a multipath propagation. This advantage appears particularly when a LOS path is existing. 

[0003] There are mainly two major application areas, where circular polarized antennas with particularly shaped 
antenna characteristics are required. The first application is a uniform coverage application, in which a circular polar- 
ized base or remote station antenna communicates with a mobile or stationary antenna in an indoor environment or in 
which a circular polarized satellite antenna communicates with earth antennas. The second application is an outdoor 

15 application, in which a circular polarized antenna located on an land mobile platform (e. g. a car or a train) communi- 
cates with a satellite. 

[0004] In the first application the uniform coverage is the main problem. In an indoor application, which is e. g. shown 
in Fig. 1, the uniform coverage is required in the case, where an indoor circular polarized antenna 1 for a base station 
or a remote station with a LOS communication link, e. g. with an antenna 5 located on a laptop 4 or an antenna 7 located 

20 on a personal computer 6, as shown in Fig. 1 , is considered. If the circular polarized antenna 1 has a common radiation 
pattern, the signal strength Gmax at the edge of the receiving zone is attenuated much more compared to the strength 
Gmin in direction of a central axis A of the circular polarized antenna 1 because of the fact that the receiver at the edges 
receives electromagnetic waves, which have passed a larger distance, compared to those in the center of the receiving 
antenna, so that the physical attenuation is larger. This difference can be clearly seen in Fig. 1 , where one has shortest 

25 distance to larger distance ratio variations between 1 :4 to 1 :8 leading to a physical attenuation level difference from 12 
to 18 dB. In this case and if h 2 -h 1 =1 ,5m , the cell diameter will be between 1 1 .6m and 27,3m. 
[0005] In an outdoor environment, in which a circular polarized satellite antenna is in communication with one or more 
earth antennas the uniform coverage problem described above is similar. The following explanations are related to the 
indoor environment, but are also true for the outdoor environment of the first application. A constant flux illumination of 

30 a cell, for example in Fig. 1 a room with a ceiling 2 and floor 3, whereby the circular polarized antenna 1 is located in 
the middle of the ceiling 2, implies that the elevation pattern G(<3>) of the circular polarized antenna, i. e. the base station 
antenna 1 in the example of Fig. 1, ideally compensates the free space attenuation associated with the distance d 
between the transmitting antenna and the receiving antenna. In order to optimize the transmitted power level, e. g. by 
an increase of the communication ratio or a reduction of the transmitted power for a constant communication ratio, and 

35 to minimize the necessity of a power control or to minimize the required power control range, there are two approaches. 
The first approach is for a case, in which the receiving antenna is a pointed antenna, whereby the antenna pattern 
should correspond to the ideal radiation pattern of an antenna as shown in Fig. 2. In an ideal case, if a mobile or port- 
able antenna terminal has a common antenna pointed directly to the circular polarized antenna (base station antenna), 
the elevation gain G of the ideal radiation pattern is designed by the following equation: 

40 

G=Gminxsec 2 <I>=Gx[( h 2 -h 1 ) 2 +R 2 ]/[(h 2 -h ^ 2 ] for d><cl>max 
G=0 for <£><I>max 

45 [0006] The parameters are shown and explained in reference to Fig. 1. h-, is the vertical distance between the ceiling 
2, on which the circular polarized antenna 1 is located, and the floor 3. h 2 is the vertical distance between the mobile 
antenna 5, 7 and the floor 3. Ft is the radial distance of the mobile antenna 5, 7 from the central axis A of the circular 
polarized antenna 1 . d is the distance between the circular polarized antenna 1 and the corresponding mobile antenna 
5, 7. <t> is the angle between the central axis A of the circular polarized antenna 1 and the direction of the distance d. 

so [0007] The maximum Gmax of the radiation pattern G occurs at ci>=ci>max and the minimum Gmin at <£>=0, i. e. the 
direction of the central axis A. A rough estimate of the antenna gain G can be obtained from the above formula in view 
of figs. 1 and 2, which represent the maximum directivity calculated for an ideal sec 2 <t> pattern as a function of R, hi 
and h 2 , as is expressed in the above equation. 

[0008] The second approach is that in a case, in which both communication antennas are the same, the sum of their 
55 radiation patterns should give the characteristics described in the above equation. 

[0009] The problem of obtaining such an ideal radiation characteristic is partially solved in the state of the art for linear 
polarized antennas by utilizing only non-planar and non-printed structures, e. g. by a wave guide antenna with dielectric 
lenses or a monopole antenna with a shaped reflector. The first solution requires a very large dielectric body which 
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increases the weight, size and finally the costs of the antenna. This antenna is therefore impractical for a production of 
a large number of antenna, especially for lower frequencies. The second solution has principle disadvantages in shad- 
owing in the middle of the antenna pattern, in reproducibility problems as well as in a requirement for a very large reflec- 
tor plane. Finally, both of these solutions do not show circular polarization and do not allow a printed planar assembly, 

5 which makes antenna solutions cheap in the production and more suitable for different applications. 

[001 0] Known circular polarized printed planar antennas usually utilize a microstrip technology or a strip-line with dif- 
ferent variations of feeding effects. However, in these approaches is the main beam the same as the plane vector of the 
printed structure, so that a uniform cell coverage is not assured. Further, they only allow a relatively narrow band appli- 
cation due to the frequency selective matching and the axial ratio. One solution of achieving a circular polarization of 

10 the microstrip patches is by means of two feeding points within one patch, as in US 5216430, and in US 5382959. 
Another solution of achieving circular polarization of the microstrip patches by means of a particular shaping of the 
orthogonal patches by cutting the corners or by making notches are disclosed in EP 0434268B1 and in EP525726A1. 
[001 1 ] The second application for circular polarized antennas is in a case, in which circular polarized signals are trans- 
ferred between a stationary satellite 8 and an circular polarized antenna 10, which is e. g. located on the roof of a car 

15 9, as shown in Fig. 3. In Fig. 3, a typical scenario of such an outdoor application is shown. In Fig. 4, an ideal pattern for 
an outdoor application for a communication between a satellite 8 and a circular polarized antenna 10 located on a land 
mobile platform (car 9) is shown. For such an ideal antenna pattern, a tracking device for the circular polarized antenna 
10 is not needed, so that regardless of the orientation of the car 9 the pattern of the circular polarized antenna 10 is 
pointed to the satellite 8. 

20 [0012] For the scenario shown in Fig. 3, the inclination angle of the antenna pattern should not be sharp. For the ideal 
radiation pattern shown in Fig. 4, It is to be noted, that the maximum gain should be in the direction of 4>=30°-60°. 
whereby <i> is the angle between the central axis A of the circular polarized antenna and the transmission direction. 
Within these angles, the stationary satellites are usually positioned. 

[0013] The object of the present invention is therefore to provide an antenna for radiating and receiving circular polar- 
25 ized electromagnetic signals, which have a gain pattern close to the ideal gain pattern and can be produced at low 
costs. 

[0014] This object is achieved by an antenna according to claim 1 with a dielectric substrate comprising a front and a 
back dielectric face, a first and a second subantenna means, each comprising a first and a second element for radiating 
and receiving circular polarized electromagnetic signals, said first and second subantenna means being arranged 

30 orthogonal to each other on said dielectric substrate and having essentially conjugate complex impedances, a trans- 
mission line means connected with said first and second subantenna means for transmitting signals to and from said 
first and second subantenna means, and a reflector means spaced to and parallel with said back face of said dielectric 
substrate, a low loss material being located between said reflector means and said back face. 
[0015] The antenna according to the present invention has a gain pattern which is close to the ideal gain patterns 

35 shown in figs. 2 and 4 and can be produced in fully planar technology, so that the antenna can be produced at very low 
cost compared to known antennas. Moreover, the antenna can be integrated in a land mobile platform, e. g. in the roof 
of a car 9 as shown in Fig. 3 easily, so that much less difficulties with aerodynamic resistance occurs. Due to the inher- 
ently wide band application of the antenna according to the present invention, it is possible to apply this antenna for 
communications at about 1 ,6 GHz and for other applications in neighbored bands. Additional advantageous features of 

40 the antenna are a good axial ratio, a good antenna matching and a good antenna gain. Due to the radiation pattern, 
which is close to the ideal radiation patterns shown in figs. 2 and 4, the antenna according to the present invention is 
particularly suitable for the applications shown in and explained in view of figs. 1 and 2. The antenna is particularly 
suited for applications in which either a very low radiation (as shown in Fig. 4) or a minimum radiation (as shown in Fig. 
2) in the direction of the central axis A of the antenna is required. 

45 [0016] The circular polarization can be achieved if two orthogonal dipoles are fed with currents having their phases 
in quadrature and the same intensity. A phase difference of nJ2 can be realized by feeding identical dipoles having the 
same complex impedances through transmission lines of electrical lengths differing by A/4, wherein X is the electrical 
wavelength of the transmitted signals, or by a feeding network having some kind of reactive elements providing a phase 
difference of n/2. 

so [001 7] According to the present invention, the two orthogonal dipoles are not the same, but are designed to have con- 
jugate complex impedances, which means that the first dipole has an impedance of Z .,=R-jX and the second dipole 
has an impedance of Z 2 =R+jX , wherein R are the real parts and X are the imaginary parts. 
[0018] Advantageous features of the present invention are defined in subclaims. 

[0019] Advantageously, said first and said second subantenna means are either dipole means connected in parallel 
55 or slots connected in series by said transmission line means and have correspondingly chosen impedance values, so 
that the resulting impedance ideally has only a real part and is equal to the characteristic impedance Z c of the transmis- 
sion line means used for feeding the antenna. Usually, the characteristic impedance of the transmission line means is 
50 Ohm, but could be any other real impedance like 75 Ohm etc. The resulting impedance for the two dipoles connected 
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in parallel is therefore 2=Z 1 Z 2 /(Z 1 +Z 2 )=Z C =(R 2 +X 2 )/(2R) . 

[0020] It is further advantageous, if a distance between said reflector means and said back face of said dielectric sub- 
strate is between 0.25X and 0 t 5X, wherein X is the electric wavelength of the central frequency (middle frequency of the 
working band) within the low loss material. Thereby, the radiation pattern of the antenna according to the present inven- 

5 tion can be adopted to the required application. If the antenna is to be used in an uniform coverage application, as for 
example shown in Fig. 1 , the distance H should be H=0,45X+/-5%. In this case, a radiation pattern close to the radiation 
pattern shown in Fig. 2 is obtained. In this radiation pattern, the gain Gmin in the direction of the central axis A of the 
antenna is about 12 dB less than the maximum gain Gmax. In case that the antenna is to be used in an outdoor appli- 
cation, as shown in Fig. 3, the distance H should be H=0,5X, so that a radiation pattern close to the radiation pattern 

w shown in Fig. 4 is obtained. In this radiation pattern, the radiation in the direction of the central axis A of the antenna is 
0 in an ideal case. 

[0021] Said first and said second subantenna means and said transmission line means can be located on the same 
face of said dielectric substrate, whereby said transmission line means comprises a first line connected with said first 
elements and a second line connected with said second elements, said first line and said second line being coplanar to 
15 each other. 

[0022] Further on, said first and said second subantenna means can be located on the same face of said dielectric 
substrate, whereby said transmission line means comprises a first line and a second line forming a balanced microstrip 
line means and being connected laterally with said first and said second elements, respectively. Also, said first and said 
second elements of each of said subantenna means can be located on a different face of said dielectric substrate, 

20 respectively, whereby said transmission line means comprises a first line and a second line being printed on a different 
face of said dielectric substrate, respectively, and forming the balanced microstrip line means, whereby said first line is 
connected with said first elements and said second line is connected with said second elements. 
[0023] Advantageously, said first and said second element of said second subantenna means respectively comprise 
two parallel slots on a feeding side thereof. These slots are one possibility to obtain the conjugate complex impedances 

25 of the subantenna means. 

[0024] Further on, said first and said second subantenna means and said transmission line means can be printed on 
said dielectric substrate, or they can be slots in a metal coated area on one of the faces of the dielectric substrate. In 
the first case, the subantenna means can be dipole means. In the second case, in which said first and said second sub- 
antenna means and said transmission line means are slots in a metal coated area on one of the faces of said dielectric 

30 substrate, said transmission line means is formed as a coplanar strip line. For a particular application, the antenna 
according to the present invention can be arranged as an antenna element in a phase antenna array comprising a plu- 
rality of antenna elements according to the present invention. 

[0025] In the following description, the present invention is explained by means of advantageous embodiments in view 
of respective drawings, in which 

35 

Fig. 1 shows the scenario of an uniform coverage application, 

Fig. 2 shows an ideal radiation pattern for an uniform coverage application, 

Fig. 3 shows a scenario of an outdoor application, 

Fig. 4 shows an ideal radiation pattern for an outdoor application, 
40 Fig. 5 shows a cross-sectional view of an antenna according to the present invention, in which the first and the sec- 
ond elements are printed on respective different faces of the dielectric substrate, 

Fig. 6 shows a perspective view of a first embodiment of the present invention, 

Fig. 7 shows a perspective view of a second embodiment of the present invention, 

Fig. 8 shows a perspective view of a third embodiment of the present invention, 
45 Fig. 9 shows the particular shape of the dipole elements used in the first, second and third embodiment, 

Fig. 1 0 shows an example for the dimensions of the dipole means of the third embodiment for an application at 4,5 

GHz, 

Fig. 1 1 shows an example of the dimensions of the applied BALUN-transmission at 4,5 GHz, 

Fig. 12 shows a top view of a fourth embodiment of the antenna according to the present invention, in which the 

so subantenna means are slots, 

Fig. 1 3 shows an example for the shape of the slots means used in the fourth embodiment of the present invention, 
Fig. 14 shows the gain in the direction of the central axis of the antenna related to the maximum gain versus the 
distance H of the reflector plane for an antenna according to the present invention at 4.5 GHz, 
Fig. 15 shows an axial ratio of an antenna according to the present invention for 4.5 GHz, 

55 Fig. 16 shows a measured antenna diagram for an antenna according to the present invention at 4,5 GHz, 
Fig. 1 7 shows the antenna return loss versus the frequency, and 
Fig. 18 shows a simulated antenna pattern at 4,5 GHz.. 
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[0026] In Fig. 1, a typical indoor environment for an uniform coverage application of an antenna according to the 
present invention is shown. An antenna 1 according to the present invention is fixed to the ceiling 2 and serves as a 
base station or a remote station omnidirectional antenna for the communication with several mobile or portable anten- 
nas 5, 7. One antenna 5 is located on a laptop 4 and another antenna 7 is located on a personal computer 6. As has 

5 been explained above, Fig. 1 also shows an ideal radiation pattern which is shown in more detail in Fig. 2. The antenna 
1 according to the present invention can be built to have a radiation pattern very close to this shown ideal radiation pat- 
tern, as will be explained later. In an indoor application, the radiation pattern of the antenna according to the present 
invention should have a minimum gain Gmin in the direction of a central axis A of the antenna 1 , which is 12-18 dB less 
than the maximum gain Gmax at an angle 4> of about 60°-70° for a cell diameter between 1 2m and 24m. The ideal radi- 

70 ation pattern shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 is given by the above-explained equation and depends on the above-identified 
parameters. 

[0027] In Fig. 3, a typical outdoor application for the communication of the antenna 1 according to the present inven- 
tion with a stationary satellite 8 is shown. The antenna 1 is located for example on the roof of a car 9 and has a radiation 
pattern as shown in more detail in Fig. 4. This ideal radiation pattern has a maximum gain for an angle O between about 

15 30° and 70°, whereby <I> is the angle between the central axis A of the antenna 1 and the transmission direction. The 
gain in the direction of a central axis A of the antenna 1 is zero. The antenna 1 according to the present invention can 
also be built to have a radiation pattern very close to the ideal radiation pattern shown in Fig. 4 as will be explained later. 
[0028] In both of the applications shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 3, the antenna 1 of the present invention should have an 
omni-directional pattern in the orthogonal plane. 

20 [0029] In Fig. 5, a cross-sectional view of an antenna 1 according to the present invention is shown. A dielectric sub- 
strate 1 1 has a front face 12 and a back face 13. On the front face 12 and/or on the back face 13, first subantenna 
means 14 and second subantenna means 15 are located. In the example shown in Fig. 5, the first elements are printed 
on the front face 12, and the second elements are printed on the back face 13. However, the first subantenna means 
14 and the second subantenna means 15 can be printed both on the front face 12 or on the back face 13. Advanta- 

25 geously, the first and second subantenna means 14, 15 are realized with a metallization, as shown in Fig. 4. 

[0030] Alternatively, the first subantenna means 14 and the second subantenna means 15 can be slots realized on 
the front face 12, which will be explained later relating to Fig. 12 and fig 13. 

[0031] The dielectric substrate 1 1 is supported by a low-loss material 17, on the opposite side of which a reflector 
means 16 in form of a metal reflector plane is located. The low-loss material 17 can be polyurethane, a free space or 

30 some other low-loss material with a dielectric constant close to 1 . 

[0032] In order to obtain a radiation pattern close to the ideal radiation patterns shown in Fig. 2 and 4, the distance H 
between an upper face of said reflector means 16 and a middle plane of said dielectric substrate 1 1 should have a cor- 
respondingly adopted value. The value of the distance H is generally between 0.25>* and 0.5}., wherein X is the electric 
wavelength of the central frequency (middle of the working band) within the low-loss material 7. For an uniform cover- 

35 age application as shown in Fig. 1 , where there is a need to have e.g. a 12dB less gain in the direction of the central 
axis A of the antenna 1 compared to the maximum gain Gmax, the distance H has a value of H = 0.45A. ± 5%. For an 
outdoor application as shown in Fig. 3, H has a value of H = 0.5k, so that the theoretical radiation in the direction of the 
central axis A of the antenna 1 is zero. 

[0033] In Fig. 6, a perspective view of a first embodiment of the antenna 1 according to the present invention is shown. 

40 In the first embodiment, the feeding of the antenna 1 is realized by coplanar strips. The low-loss material 17 has a 
reflector plane 16 on its lower side and a dielectric substrate 1 1 on its upper side. In the first embodiment shown in Fig. 
6, the first and second subantenna means 14, 15 are dipoles printed on the front face 12 of the dielectric substrate 11. 
The first dipole 14 comprises a first element 21 and a second element 23, and the second dipole 15 comprises a first 
element 22 and a second element 24. The first dipole 14 and the second dipole 15 are orthogonal to each other and 

45 therefore the first element 21 , the second element 22, the first element 23 and the second element 24 are also orthog- 
onal to each other as can be seen in Fig. 6. The first dipole 14 and the second dipole 15 have essentially conjugated 
complex impedances for radiating and receiving circular polarized electromagnetic signals. A transmission line means 
18 is connected with said first and second dipoles 14, 15 for transmitting signals to and from said first and second 
dipoles 14, 15. 

so [0034] As can be seen in the enlarged view in the circle in the upper section of Fig. 6, the transmission line means 18 
comprises a first line 19 connected with said first elements 21, 22 and a second line 20 connected with said second 
elements 23, 24. The first line 19 and the second line 20 are coplanar to each other. As can be seen from Fig. 6, ele- 
ments 22, 24 of the second dipole 15 have another shape as the elements 21 , 23 of the first dipole 14. The elements 
22 and 24 of the dipole 14, which are arranged opposite each other, have two parallel slots in their longitudinal direction, 

55 which will be explained in more detail in connection with Fig. 9. The elements 21 , 23 of the first dipole 1 4 are shaped to 
have an impedance of (50-j50) Ohm and the elements 22, 24 of the first dipole 15 are shaped to have an impedance of 
(50+j50) Ohm. 

[0035] Fig. 7 shows a second embodiment of an antenna according to the present invention in which the feeding of 
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the antenna. In the second embodiment, the first element 21 and the first element 22 are printed on the front face 12 of 
the dielectric substrate 1 1 , whereas the second element 23 and the second element 24 are printed on the back face 13 
of the dielectric substrate 1 1 . This feature can be seen in the upper part of Fig. 7 which shows a circle with an enlarged 
view of the first dipole means 14 and the second dipole means 15, whereby the second elements 23, 24 are shown by 

5 dotted lines to clarify that the second elements 23, 24 are printed on the back face 13. In the second embodiment, the 
elements 22 and 24 of the second dipole 15 have respectively two parallel slots in the longitudinal direction of the ele- 
ments and are arranged opposite each other. As in the first embodiment, the first element 21 and the second element 
23 of the first dipole 15 are arranged opposite each other. The transmission line means 25 of the second embodiment 
is different from the transmission line means 1 8 of the first embodiment. The transmission line means 25 in the second 

10 embodiment comprises a first line 26 and a second line 27. The first line 26 is printed on the front face 12 and the sec- 
ond line 27 is printed on the back face 13 of the dielectric substrate 1 1 . The first line 26 and the second line 27 are par- 
allel to each other and map with each other. The second line 27 has a broadened portion 28 on its side opposite from 
said elements 23 and 24 to form a balanced microstrip line means with said first line 26. A connector 29 connects the 
first line 26 and the second line 27 with further processing means. Thereby, the broadened portion 28 has a gradually 

15 increasing width is tapered towards the connector 29. 

[0036] Fig. 8 shows a perspective view of the third embodiment of the antenna according to the present invention in 
which the feeding of the antenna is realized by a balanced microstrip line printed in a plane orthogonal to the antenna. 
In the third embodiment, the elements 21 and 23 and the elements 22 and 24 are printed on the front face 12 of the 
dielectric substrate 1 1 as in the first embodiment. The transmission line means 30 of the third embodiment comprises 

20 a first line 31 and a second line 32, whereby the first line 31 is printed onto a front face of a lateral plane 34 and the 
second line 32 is printed on a back face of the lateral plane 34 and are building a balanced microstrip line. As can be 
seen in the circle in the upper section of Fig. 8 showing an enlarged view of the portion connecting the dipole means 
14 and 15 with the transmission line means 30, the lateral plane 34 is connected laterally through the low-loss material 
17 and the dielectric substrate 11 with the dipole means 14 and 15. Thereby, the first line 31 is connected with the ele- 

25 ments 21 and 22 and the second line 32 is connected with the elements 22 and 24. The second line 32 has a broad- 
ened portion 33 (tapered portion) similar to the broadened portion 22 (tapered portion) of the second line 27 in the 
second embodiment, so that the first line 31 and the second line 32 in the third embodiment also form a balanced micro- 
strip line means. 

[0037] In the first, second and third embodiment it is to be noted, that the length of the first and second lines of the 
30 respective transmission line means should be chosen not to influence the radiation pattern. Further on, the different 
transmission line means of the first, second and third embodiment respectively can also be used in the antennas of the 
respective other embodiments. 

[0038] In Fig. 9, the shape of the elements 21 and 23 of the first dipole 1 4 and the elements 22 and 24 of the second 
dipole 15 used in the first, second and third embodiment are shown. The first elements 21 and 22 have an elongated 

35 rectangular shape. The second elements 23 and 24 also have a generally elongated rectangular shape, but have a pair 
of slots 35, respectively. The two slots 35 in each pair of slots are parallel to each other and extend in a longitudinal 
direction of the second elements 22 and 24. The slots 35 are located on the side of a respective feeding portion 36, on 
which the second elements 22,24 are connected with the respective transmission line means. The slots 35 are coupling 
sections to cause the coupling of the transmitted or received signals with the bodies of the respective elements and are 

40 shaped to obtain the respectively wanted input impedance. The first elements 21 and 23 shown in Fig. 9 are shaped to 
have an impedance of about = (50 - j50) Ohm and the second elements 22 and 24 are shaped to have an impedance 
of Z 2 = (50 + j50) Ohm, whereby the respective transmission line means has an impedance of 50 Ohm. 
[0039] In Fig. 10, some examples for the dimensions of the elements 21 and 23 and the elements 22 and 24 for a 
frequency of 4.5 GHz in the case of the third embodiment are given. The material of the dielectric substrate 1 1 is Tef lon- 

45 fiberglass with a dielectric constant of 2.17 and a width of 0.127 mm. The width of the elements 21, 22, 23, 24 is 1.0 
mm and the length of the elements 21 , 23 measured from the feeding point 37 is 13.7 mm. The length of the elements 
22, 24 is 13.0 mm measured from the feeding point 37. The length of the slots 35 in the elements 22, 24 is 7.0 mm 
measured from the feeding point. An enlarged view of the area around the feeding point 37 is shown in the circle on the 
upper left side of figure 10. There it is shown, that the slots 35 have a width of 0.2 mm and the remaining tongue-like 

so parts of the elements 22 and 24 have a width of 0.2 mm. Further on, the distance between the longitudinal axis L2 of 
the elements 22 and 24 and the body portion of the elements 21 and 23 is 1 .0 mm, as well as the distance between the 
longitudinal axis L1 of the elements 21 and 23 and the beginning of the tongue-like portions of the elements 22, 24. 
[0040] In Fig. 1 1 , the dimensions for the transition from balanced to unbalanced transmission as for example used in 
the second and third embodiment is shown and explained relating to the third embodiment. The transmission line 

55 means 30 comprises the first line 31 and the second line 32 printed on the first and the second face 12,13, respectively. 
The broadened portion 33 of the second line 32 has a width of 1 3.3 mm at the location of the connector 38, which might 
be an SMA-connector. The distance between the beginning of the broadening of the portion 33 to the broadest part of 
the portion 33 is 40.0 mm. The length from the broadest part of the broadened portion 33 to the feeding point, on which 
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the first and second elements are connected, is 60.0 mm. The width of the first line 31 and the second line 32 is 0.485 
mm, whereby the width of the first line 31 at the connector's side decreases to 0.376 mm. It is to be noted that the same 
type of transition can also be achieved with smaller dimensions. 

[0041] Fig. 12 shows a fourth embodiment of the present invention. The first subantenna means 14 and the second 

5 subantenna means 15 in this embodiment are slots in a metal coated area 41 on one of the faces of the dielectric sub- 
strate 11 . In the fourth embodiment, the first slot means 14 comprises a first element 42 and a second element 44 and 
the second slot means 15 comprises a first element 43 and a second element 45. The first elements 42 and 43 have 
an elongated rectangular shape and are arranged opposite to each other. The second elements 44 and 45 also have 
an elongated rectangular shape, but have a smaller width than the first elements 42 and 43. The elements 42, 43, 44 

10 and 45 are arranged orthogonal to each other. The transmission line means 46 for transmitting electromagnetic signals 
to and from the first and the second elements comprises a first line 47 and a second line 48, which are formed as slots 
in the metal coating 41 . The feeding of the orthogonal slots is realized by a coplanar waveguide structure 46 suppress- 
ing unwanted electromagnetic modes. Their number can be extended along the whole coplanar waveguide line 46. 
Therefore, in the fourth embodiment, the first slot means and the second slot means are connected in series. 

15 [0042] In Fig. 13, the shape of the first elements 42 and 43 and the second elements 44 and 45 are shown in more 
detail. It is easily to be seen that the width of the first elements 42 and 43 is larger than the width of the second elements 
44 and 45. The impedance of the first elements 42 and 43 of the fourth embodiment is about Z A = (25 - j25) Ohm and 
the impedance of the second elements 44 and 45 of the fourth embodiment is about Z 2 =(25 + j25) Ohm, whereby the 
transmission line means 46 has an impedance of 50 Ohm. Due to the serial connection of the first slot means 14 and 

20 the second slot means 15 in the fourth embodiment, the resulting impedance of the first and second slot means equals 
the impedance of the transmission line means 46. It is to be noted that the dimensions of the first and second elements 
of the fourth embodiment are calculated using the dual complementary theory of dipoles and slots, so that instead of 
simulating slots with the impedance of (25 + j25) Ohm and (25 - j25) Ohm the dipoles printed on the dielectric substrate 
1 1 can be simulated with an impedance of (709.52 - j709.52) Ohm and (709.52 + j709.52) Ohm. Using this idea, the 

25 principle shapes of the first and second elements of the fourth embodiment are as shown in Fig. 1 3. 

[0043] Fig. 1 4 presents one of the main advantages of the present invention, namely how to shape the circular polar- 
ized radiation pattern by changing the distance H from the dipoles to the reflector plane. 

[0044] In Fig. 14, the gain in the middle antenna diagram (elevation angle is 90°) related to the maximum gain versus 
the distance of the reflector plane of a planar printed antenna mounted according to the dimensions shown and 
30 explained in view of Fig. 10 and 1 1 for a frequency of 4.5 GHz is shown. The horizontal axis represents the distance H 
from the middle plane of the dielectric substrate 1 1 to the reflector plane of the reflector means 16 in units of X, which 
is the electric wavelength of the central frequency in the low-loss material 17, whereas the vertical axis represents the 
deepness in the unit of dB. 

[0045] It is to be noted, that in the case where the value of H=0.5a is achieved, theoretically there is no radiation in 
35 the direction of a central axis A of the antenna according to the present invention, which is in coincidence with the out- 
door application shown in Fig. 3. In the case of H=0.25X, the antenna radiates with Gmin, which is the maximum gain 
in the direction of the central axis A. Depending on the applications, the different distances H from the reflector plane 
can be utilized to adopt the antenna according to the present invention to the working scenario requirements. 
[0046] The curve shown in Fig. 14 is at the same time the design curve for the antenna according to the present inven- 
40 tion. The design procedure for an antenna for an indoor application should be used in the following way. First, the 
required deepness in the middle of the diagram should be calculated according to the application scenario. Then, the 
approximate distance H should be read using the curve shown in Fig. 14. Then, the orthogonal dipole elements are 
designed in view of an optimization of their dimensions with a prescribed distance in order to meet the required input 
impedances using a 3D electromagnetic simulator with the scaled dimensions shown in Fig. 10 for the first estimate. 
45 After meeting the impedance requirements, a fine tuning of the distance to the reflector plane should be performed to 
meet more efficiently the corresponding deepness requirements. The above process steps should be repeated or iter- 
ated using simulation tools. 

[0047] It is to be noted, that fine iterations by simulations should be performed in the case where a finite reflector plane 
is considered. 

so [0048] In Fig. 1 5, a simulated axial ratio of an antenna according to the present invention is shown over the normalized 
frequency. The graph shows about 13% bandwidth for an axial ratio of 6dB and about 3,1% bandwidth for an axial ratio 
of 3 dB. The simulations shown in Fig. 15 have been made for a frequency of 4,5 GHz. 

[0049] In Fig. 16, a measured antenna diagram (elevation) is shown. The antenna diagram shows the gain P in dB 
versus the azimuth angle 5 in degrees for three different elevation angles cp=0°, 45° and 90 °. It is to be noted, that only 
55 a simple non-automatic measurement technique has been applied, where an error of +/-1dB should be expected. 

[0050] In Fig. 17, the reflection coefficient S1 1 in dB versus the frequency in GHz for an antenna according to the 
present invention is shown. The gain measurements have been performed using a reference horn antenna with a non- 
automatic approach, therefore the antenna diagram shown in Fig. 16 does not have a smooth shape. The measured 
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maximum omnidirectional ripple of the gain does not exceed the value of 1 ,5 dB in the whole frequency range of inter- 
est. It is to be noted that all of the simulated diagrams are obtained via 3D full wave simulations, where the influence of 
the dielectric thickness has been neglected. 

[0051 ] Fig. 1 8 shows a simulation antenna pattern of an antenna according to the present invention at 4,5 GHz. It can 
5 be seen that it comes very close to the ideal radiation pattern shown in Fig. 2. 

Claims 

1. Antenna with 

w 

a dielectric substrate (1 1) comprising a front and a back dielectric face (12, 13), 

a first and a second subantenna means (14, 15), each comprising a first and a second element for radiating 
and receiving circular polarized electromagnetic signals, said first and second subantenna means (14, 15) 
being arranged orthogonal to each other on said dielectric substrate (11) and having essentially conjugate 
15 complex impedances, 

a transmission line means (18, 25, 30, 46) connected with said first and second subantenna means (14, 15) 
for transmitting signals to and from said first and second subantenna means, and 

a reflector means (16) spaced to and parallel with said back face (23) of said dielectric substrate (1 1), a low 
loss material (17) being located between said reflector means (16) and said back face (13). 

20 

2. Antenna according to claim 1 , 
characterized in 

that said first and said second subantenna means (14, 15) are dipole means connected in parallel by said 
25 transmission line means (18, 25, 30). 

3. Antenna according to claim 1 , 
characterized in 

30 that said first and said second subantenna means (14, 15) are slots connected in series by said transmission 

line means (46). 

4. Antenna according to claim 1 , 2 or 3, 
characterized in 

35 

that a distance H between said reflector means (16) and said back face (13) of said dielectric substrate (1 1) is 
between 0.25X and 0.5X, wherein X is the electric wavelength of the central frequency within the low loss mate- 
rial (17). 

40 5. Antenna according to one of the claims 1 to 4, 
characterized in, 

that said first and said second subantenna means (14, 15) and said transmission line means (18) are located 
on the same face (12) of said dielectric substrate (11) and said transmission line means (18) comprises a first 
45 line (19) connected with said first elements (21 , 22) of said first and second subantenna means (14, 1 5) and a 

second line (20) connected with said second elements (23, 24) of said first and second subantenna means (14, 
15), said first line (19) and said second line (20) being coplanar to each other. 

6. Antenna according to one of the claims 1 to 4, 
so characterized in, 

that said first and said second subantenna means are located on the front face (12) of said dielectric substrate 
(11) and said transmission line means (30) comprises a first line (31) and a second line (32) forming a bal- 
anced microstrip line means and being connected laterally with said first and said second elements (21 , 22 and 
55 23, 24) respectively. 

7. Antenna according to claims 1 to 4, 
characterized in, 
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that said first and said second elements (21 , 23 and 22, 24) of each of said subantenna means are located on 
a different face (12, 13) of said dielectric substrate, respectively, and said transmission line means (25) com- 
prises a first line (26) and a second line (27) located on a different face of said dielectric substrate, respectively, 
and forming a balanced microstrip line means, wherein said first line (26) is connected with said first elements 
5 (21 , 22) and said second line (27) is connected with said second elements (23, 24). 

8. Antenna according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in, 

w that said first and second element of said second subantenna means (15) respectively comprise coupling sec- 

tions (35) on a feeding side (36) thereof. 

9. Antenna according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in, 

15 

that said first and said second subantenna means (14, 15) and said transmission line means (18, 25, 30) are 
printed on said dielectric substrate. 

10. Antenna according to one of the claims 1 to 4, 
20 characterized in, 

that said first and said second subantenna means (14, 15) and said transmission line means (46) are slots in 
a metal coated area (41) on one of the faces (12) of said dielectric substrate (11). 

25 11. Antenna according to claim 1 0, 
characterized in, 

that said slots are fed by said transmission line means (46), which is formed as a coplanar strip line. 

30 12. Antenna according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in 

being arranged as an antenna element in a phase antenna array comprising a plurality of antenna elements. 

35 



40 



45 



50 



55 
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Fig. 2 
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Fig. 1 1 
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